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FROM: Jo Rose, Legislative Consultant 
 
RE:  2008 Special Session 
 

2008 1
st

 Extraordinary Session 
Convened on February 10, 2008  

Final adjournment no later than 6:00 pm on Saturday, March 1, 2008  

House of Representatives 

Date Convene Adjourn 

February 25 2:00 am   
 

Senate 

Date Convene Adjourn 

February 25 10:00 am   
 
 
 

Standing Committee Meeting Schedule - 
 

MONDAY - 2/25/08 
 House Transportation       

MONDAY - 2/25/08 
Joint Committee on Highway Priority Construction 
9:30 A,N, RN, 1 

  

Review highway priorities for FY 2008-09 in Highway Dist. 61 and to 
receive public input for the development of the highway priority program. 

Committee Members: Hutter, Chairman / Downs, Vice Chairman / Armes / Aubert / 
Billiot / Burns, H. / Dixon / Doerge / Franklin / Gisclair / Guinn / Hill / Howard / Jones, 
S. / Little / Montoucet / Norton / Pope / St. Germain 

  
 

 House Transportation (CANCELLED)     
MONDAY - 2/25/08 
10:30 a.m. 

  

Organizational Meeting, convening at adjournment of Joint Highway Priority 
Construction Committee. 
Meeting Cancelled 

Committee Members: Hutter, Chairman / Downs, Vice Chairman / Armes / Aubert / 
Billiot / Burns, H. / Dixon / Doerge / Franklin / Gisclair / Guinn / Hill / Howard / Jones, 
S. / Little / Montoucet / Norton / Pope / St. Germain 

  
 

 Senate Natural Resources       
MONDAY - 2/25/08 
At Adj. RM. A-B 
 HCR 16   Wooten Expresses the legislature's opposition to the development of 

deepwater fish farms off the coast of Louisiana. 

Committee Members: Dupre, Chairman / Morrish, Vice-Chairman / Amedee / N. 
Gautreaux / Hebert / Michot / Smith 

 

        Louisiana Academy of Family Physicians 



 

THURSDAY - 3/6/08 
 Senate Local and Municipal Affairs       

THURSDAY - 3/6/08 
10:00 A.M. Jefferson Parish Council Chamber 

  

Discuss the Road Home Program 

Committee Members: Shepherd, Chairman / Gray, Vice-Chairman / Cheek / Cravins 
/ Crowe / Jackson / Quinn 

  
 

 

**** HOUSE ORDER OF BUSINESS **** 
MONDAY - 2/25/08 

2:00 P.M. 
 

HB'S TO BE REFERRED-RETURNED TO CALENDAR 
 
  HB 20  Champagne - Retirement Benefits Forfeiture 

Requires forfeiture of retirement benefits by any elected official who is a member of 
a public retirement system and is convicted of certain state or federal felony acts 
associated with his office. 

  HB 24  Richard - Campaign Finance-Payment of Fines 
Prohibits use of campaign funds to pay fines, fees, or penalties imposed pursuant 
to campaign finance laws, ethics laws, or legislative lobbying laws. 

  HB 26  Henry - Counter Letter Prohibition/Ethics Code 
Prohibits the use of counter letters, including their use to circumvent the Ethics 
Code. 

  HB 44  Ligi - Retirement Benefit Forfeiture/Felony 
Requires forfeiture of retirement benefits by any public employee or elected official 
who is a member of a public retirement system and is convicted of certain state or 
federal felony acts associated with his office. 

  HB 45  Henry - Retirement Benefit Forfeiture/Felony 
Requires forfeiture of public retirement or pension benefits upon conviction of 
certain felonies. 

  HB 49  Greene - Retirement Benefit Forfeiture/Public Employee 
Requires forfeiture of retirement benefits by any public employee or elected official 
who is a member of a public retirement system and is convicted of certain state or 
federal acts associated with his office. 

  HB 51  Henry - Retirement Benefit Forfeiture/Felony 
Requires forfeiture of public retirement or pension benefits of elected officials 
convicted of certain felonies. 

  HB 53  Greene - Retirement Benefit Forfeiture/Felony Convict. 
Requires forfeiture of retirement benefits by any public employee or elected official 
who is a member of public retirement system and is convicted of certain state or 
federal felony acts associated with his office. 

  HB 79  Morrell - New Orleans Boards Recusals 
Provide relative to recusal by members of certain boards in New Orleans 

  HB 84  Jones, Sam - Prenuptial Agreement/Financial Disclosure Exc. 
Excludes from financial disclosure requirements information related to any income, 
property, business enterprise, or other interests of a public servant's spouse 
included in a prenuptial agreement. 

 
HR'S ON FINAL PASSAGE-RETURNED TO CALENDAR 



 
  HR 5  Tucker - Appropriation Committee-Removal of Member 

Provides for the removal of an elected member of the Committee on Appropriations 
if such member is under indictment. 

  HR 20  Richmond - House Dining Facility Admission Restriction 
Restricts admission to the House members' private dining facility. 

 
SCR'S ON FINAL PASSAGE-RETURNED TO CALENDAR 

 
  SCR 5  Chaisson - Judges-Ethics Financial Disclosure 

Urges and requests the Louisiana Supreme Court to adopt the same financial 
disclosure standards for judges that are applicable to other elected officials in the 
Code of Governmental Ethics. 

 
HB'S ON FINAL PASSAGE-RETURNED TO CALENDAR 

 
 HB 2  Tucker - Financial Disclosure/Public Servants 

Requires certain public servants and candidate for certain offices to disclose 
certain financial information. 

  HB 3  Tucker - Financial Disclosure/Judges 
Requires judges and candidates for judge to disclose certain financial information. 

 HB 28  Tucker - Filing False Public Documents/Criminal Viol. 
Relative to violations of laws under the Board of Ethics' jurisdiction, makes 
applicable certain provision and penalties relative to the crime of filing of false 
public documents and provides for referral of criminal violations. 

  HB 48  Greene - Const. Amend./Retirement Benefit Forfeiture 
Constitutional amendment which provides for forfeiture of retirement benefits by 
public officials and employees who are convicted of felony acts associated with 
their positions. 

  HB 72  Barrow - Campaign Fund Authorization/Constituent Gifts 
Allows the use of campaign funds for certain gifts for constituents. 

  HB 85  Jones, Sam - Campaign Contributor Appt. Prohibition 
Prohibits certain public officials from appointing campaign contributors to certain 
boards and commissions. 

 
SB'S ON FINAL PASSAGE-RETURNED TO CALENDAR 

 
  SB 2  Chaisson - Public Servant Prohibition/Economic Value 

Prohibits certain public servants from receiving any thing of economic value for 
assistance to a person in a transaction for the purpose of lobbying and for such 
assistance for a certain period of time post public service. 

 SB 9  Chaisson - Monthly Expenditure Report/Lobbyists 
Requires lobbyists to file monthly expenditure reports and to disclose expenditures 
in excess of $50 in the aggregate on public servants. 

  SB 39  Chaisson - Public Meetings & Records Violations 
Provides relative to civil and criminal penalties for violation of laws relative to 
meetings of public bodies and public records, including discipline and termination 
or removal of public employees. 

  SB 44  Chaisson - Public Servants-Representation Before Agencies 
Prohibits certain public servants and former public servants from representing 
persons for compensation before certain governmental entities or it's officials or 
agencies. 

  SB 57  Adley - Public Servants-Payment for Assistance 
Expands prohibitions regarding assistance to certain persons after termination of 
public service by certain public servants. 



 
HB'S IN CONFERENCE COMMITTEE 

 
 HB 1  Tucker - Public Servants/Candidates/Fin. Disclosure 

Requires certain public servants and candidates for certain offices to disclose 
certain financial information. 

  HB 56  Tucker - State Inspector Gen./Office of the Gov. 
Creates and provides for an independent office of state inspector general within the 
office of the governor. 

 
House Daily Report 

34th Legislature, First Called Session  
February 25, 2008 

 
BILLS FILED   

 
 HR 20    Richmond 

  
Restricts admission to the House members' private 
dining facility. 

 HR 21    Lopinto 
  

Expresses condolences upon the death of John Edward 
Fitzpatrick, Jr. 

 
FLOOR ACTION   

 
 HB 1    Tucker 

  
Requires certain public servants and candidates for 
certain offices to disclose certain financial information. 

  •  House refused to concur in Senate amendments 
  •  House appointed a conference committee Tucker, 

Gallot and Peterson 
  - General Notes -  

House Conferees - Tucker, Gallot and Peterson   
 

 HB 6    Tucker 
  

Provides relative to ethics education and training for 
registered lobbyists. 

  •  House concurred in Senate amendments by a vote of 
101 YEAS 0 NAYS 

 HB 29    Tucker 
  

Provides relative to the qualifications for service on the 
Board of Ethics. 

  •  House concurred in Senate amendments by a vote of 
101 YEAS 0 NAYS 

 HB 56    Tucker 
  

Creates and provides for an independent office of state 
inspector general within the office of the governor. 

  •  House refused to concur in Senate amendments 
  •  House appointed a conference committee Tucker, 

Gallot and Downs 
  - General Notes -  

House Conferees - Tucker, Gallot and Downs   
 

 HB 65    Greene 
  

Prohibits an individual with outstanding ethics fines 
from qualifying as a candidate for elected office. 

  •  House concurred in Senate amendments by a vote of 
100 YEAS 0 NAYS 

 HB 73    White 
  

Provides relative to filing reports by political 
committees. 

  •  House concurred in Senate amendments by a vote of 
100 YEAS 0 NAYS 

 HB 78    Leger 
  

Requires certain candidates for major and district 
offices to file disclosure reports electronically. 



  •  House concurred in Senate amendments by a vote of 
98 YEAS 0 NAYS 

 HR 1    Tucker 
  

Requires legislative proceedings occurring in the 
House Chamber or House committee rooms to be 
broadcast live via the Internet and to be maintained 
for at least three years. 

  •  Passed by a vote of 99 YEAS 0 NAYS 
 HR 2    Tucker 

  
Provides for information required for appropriations to 
certain nongovernmental entities. 

  •  Passed by a vote of 101 YEAS 0 NAYS 
 HR 3    Tucker 

  
Provides relative to a member seeking consent to 
correct his vote. 

  •  Passed by a vote of 98 YEAS 2 NAYS 
 HR 4    Tucker 

  
Requires a request for legislation which is to be 
prefiled to be received by HLS staff not later than 48 
hours prior to the prefiling deadline. 

  •  Passed by a vote of 101 YEAS 1 NAYS 
 HR 5    Tucker 

  
Provides for the removal of an elected member of the 
Committee on Appropriations if such member is under 
indictment. 

  •  Returned to the calendar - subject to call  
 HR 11    Richmond 

  
Requires a person testifying before a committee to file 
a sworn written statement beforehand affirming the 
truth and correctness of his testimony. 

  •  Passed by a vote of 101 YEAS 0 NAYS 
 HR 20    Richmond 

  
Restricts admission to the House members' private 
dining facility. 

  •  Passed  
  •  Reconsidered 
  •  Returned to the calendar - subject to call  
 HR 21    Lopinto 

  
Expresses condolences upon the death of John Edward 
Fitzpatrick, Jr. 

  •  Passed  
 SB 1    Chaisson 

  
Provides restrictions and disclosure requirements for 
contracts involving certain public servants and certain 
affiliated persons and entities. 

  •  17 Floor amendment(s) adopted  
  •  Passed by a vote of 105 YEAS 0 NAYS 
 SB 14    Marionneaux 

  
Requires the name of third-party entities on the face 
of paid political advertisements. 

  •  Returned to the calendar - subject to call  
  •  1 Floor amendment(s) adopted  
  •  Passed by a vote of 100 YEAS 0 NAYS 
 SB 29    Marionneaux 

  
Requires the filing of campaign reports by qualified 26 
USCA 527 political organizations regarding all persons 
making contributions to the organization, the amount 
of such contributions, and the expenditures made by 
the organization. 

  •  Passed by a vote of 92 YEAS 0 NAYS 
 SB 37    Chaisson 

  
Requires the commissioner of administration to 
establish and maintain a website to post reports of 
state spending by agency. 

  •  Passed by a vote of 93 YEAS 1 NAYS 
 SB 47    Adley 

  
Provides for felony violation of election campaign 
finance law. 

  •  Passed by a vote of 92 YEAS 0 NAYS 
 SB 53    Murray Increases penalties for the crime of corrupt 



  influencing. 
  •  Passed by a vote of 92 YEAS 0 NAYS 
 SB 58    Martiny 

  
Creates the crime of abuse of office. 

  •  1 Floor amendment(s) adopted  
  •  Returned to the calendar - subject to call  
  •  Passed by a vote of 97 YEAS 2 NAYS 
 SB 65    Scalise 

  
Provides relative to campaign contributions. 

  •  Failed to pass by a vote of 23 YEAS 76 NAYS 
 SCR 2    Murray 

  
Creates special committee to study the ability of co-
owners of inherited immovable property to make their 
titles merchantable. 

  •  Passed  
 SCR 3    Alario 

  
Memorializes congress to reduce or eliminate the 
Social Security reductions known as the Windfall 
Elimination Provision and the Government Pension 
Offset. 

  •  Passed  
 SCR 5    Chaisson 

  
Urges and requests the Louisiana Supreme Court to 
adopt the same financial disclosure standards for 
judges that are applicable to other elected officials in 
the Code of Governmental Ethics. 

  •  Returned to the calendar - subject to call  
 SCR 27    Marionneaux 

  
Designates the Smokin' Oldies Cook-Off in West Baton 
Rouge Parish as an official state barbecue 
championship. 

  •  Passed  
 

FINAL ACTIONS   
 

 HB 7    Tucker 
  

Provides relative to contributions to gubernatorial 
transitions and inaugurations. 

  •  Enrolled  
 HB 8    Tucker 

  
Provides relative to the protection of public employees 
from threats of reprisal for reporting acts of alleged 
impropriety. 

  •  Enrolled  
 HB 22    Champagne 

  
Provides relative to the prohibition on employment by 
a governmental entity of family members of certain 
officials of the governmental entity. 

  •  Enrolled  
 HB 23    Leger 

  
Allows participation in the Wills for Heroes program by 
certain public employees. 

  •  Enrolled  
 HB 33    Peterson, 

Karen Carter 
  

Provides relative to persons designated to provide 
information relative to ethics and conflicts of interest 
to public servants in certain state agencies. 

  •  Enrolled  
 HB 74    Connick 

  
Provides for a process for declaratory opinions of the 
Board of Ethics. 

  •  Enrolled  
 HB 90    Dixon 

  
Provides relative to the enforcement procedures of the 
Board of Ethics. 

  •  Enrolled  



 HCR 7    Hoffman 
  

Memorializes congress to review and consider 
eliminating the Government Pension Offset (GPO) and 
the Windfall Elimination Provision (WEP) social security 
benefit reductions. 

  •  Enrolled  
 HR 16    LaBruzzo 

  
Discontinues the daily distribution of the paper copies 
of the journal and order of the day to the members. 

  •  Enrolled  
 

 
 

**** SENATE ORDER OF BUSINESS **** 
MONDAY - 2/25/08 

10:00 A.M. 
 

SB'S TO BE REFERRED-RETURNED TO CALENDAR 
 
  SB 48  Murray - Bribery of Voters 

Increases penalties for the crime of bribery of voters. 
  SB 49  Murray - Public Salary Deduction-Crime Penalty 

Increases penalties for the crime of public salary deduction. 
  SB 50  Murray - Public Salary Extortion 

Increases penalties for the crime of public salary extortion. 
  SB 51  Murray - Malfeasance in Office-Crime Penalties 

Increases the penalties for the crime of malfeasance in office. 
  SB 52  Murray - Political Payroll Padding-Penalties 

Increases penalties for the crime of political payroll padding. 
  SB 54  Murray - Public Bribery-Penalties 

Increases penalties for the crime of public bribery. 
  SB 55  Murray - Public Payroll Fraud-Penalties 

Increases penalties for the crime of public payroll fraud. 
  SB 61  Martiny - Penalty Increase/Public Bribery 

Increases penalties for the crime of public bribery. 
  SB 62  Martiny - Penalty Increase/Bribery of Voters 

Increases penalties for the crime of bribery of voters. 
  SB 63  Martiny - Penalty Increase/Corrupt Influencing 

Increase penalties for the crime of corrupt influencing. 
 

SPECIAL ORDER 
 
 HB 41  Tucker - Board of Ethics/Enforcement of Laws 

Provides relative to enforcement of laws within the jurisdiction of the Board of 
Ethics. 

 
SCR'S TO BE REFERRED-RETURNED TO CALENDAR 

 
  SCR 26  Jackson, L. - Supplemental Information/Executive Budget 

Provides for supplemental information regarding the requested funding of non-
government entities contained in the executive budget or supporting documents. 

 
SCR'S RETURNED WITH AMENDMENTS 

 



  SCR 2  Murray - Inherited Immovable Property Study 
Creates special committee to study the ability of co-owners of inherited immovable 
property to make their titles merchantable. 

 
SB'S RETURNED WITH AMENDMENTS 

 
  SB 3  Chaisson - Elected Official Gift Exception Repeal 

Repeals the gift exception for elected officials for cultural and sporting events. 
  SB 8  Chaisson - $50 Per Occasion Acceptance/Public Servants 

Prohibits acceptance of more than $50 per occasion on food, drink or refreshments 
by public servants. 

  SB 35  Chaisson - Counter Letter-Avoiding Ethics Laws 
Prohibits the use of counter letters and similar methods to avoid compliance with 
the Code of Governmental Ethics. 

  SB 1  Chaisson - Contract Disclosure Req./Public Servants 
Provides restrictions and disclosure requirements for contracts involving certain 
public servants and certain affiliated persons and entities. 

 SB 11  Chaisson - Lobbyists Report Requirements 
Provides relative to lobbyist registration and expenditure report requirements. 

  SB 14  Marionneaux - Political Ads/Third Party Entities 
Requires the name of third-party entities on the face of paid political 
advertisements. 

 SB 29  Marionneaux - Campaign Finance-#527 Political Organizations 
Requires the filing of campaign reports by qualified 26 USCA 527 political 
organizations regarding all persons making contributions to the organization, the 
amount of such contributions, and the expenditures made by the organization. 

Track Code(s): @11L(=M) 

  SB 37  Chaisson - State Spending Website 
Requires the commissioner of administration to establish and maintain a website to 
post reports of state spending by agency. 

  SB 47  Adley - Campaign Finance Law Felony Violations 
Provides for felony violation of election campaign finance law. 

  SB 58  Martiny - Abuse of Office-Crime Penalties 
Creates the crime of abuse of office. 

 
SB'S RETURNED WITH AMENDMENTS-RETURNED TO CALENDAR 

 
  SB 5  Chaisson - Conflict of Interest Vote Provision 

Eliminates provision authorizing certain elected officials to vote upon matters which 
would otherwise present a conflict of interest. 

 
SR'S TO BE ADOPTED-RETURNED TO CALENDAR 

 
  SR 12  Chaisson - Funding Requests/Senate Rule Change/Sub. SR5 

Provides for funding requests for certain non-governmental entities. Substitute SR 
5. 

 
SB'S ON FINAL PASSAGE 

 
  SB 71  Shepherd - Recusal of Voting-Public Disclosure 

Provides for recusal from voting and requires public disclosure by certain public 
servants as means to prevent fraud and abuse. 

 
SB'S ON FINAL PASSAGE-RETURNED TO CALENDR 



 
  SB 4  Chaisson - Const. Amend./Code of Ethics Exceptions 

Constitutional amendment to require a two-thirds vote of the elected members of 
the legislature to enact exceptions to the Code of Governmental Ethics. 

 SB 19  Nevers - Lobbying-Prohibits Giving Anything of Value 
Prohibits any expenditure by a legislative or executive lobbyist on a legislator or 
executive branch official. 

  SB 23  Nevers - Campaign Finance-Prohibits Appointment 
Prohibits the appointment or nomination of certain campaign contributors. 

  SB 25  Nevers - Campaign Finance-Appointment Prohibition 
Provides that no elected official may appoint or nominate any person who 
contributed to the elected official's campaign for that office. 

  SB 46  Adley - Legislator Campaign Work-Reports 
Requires any legislator who receives compensation for working on the campaign of 
another candidate to report such receipt annually. 

  SB 59  Martiny - Concealment of Financial Conflict/Crime 
Provides for the crime of concealment of a financial conflict of interest by a 
legislator. 

  SB 60  Martiny - Concealment of Financial Conflict/Crime 
Provides for the crime of concealment of a financial conflict of interest by an 
elected official. 

 
SB'S ON FINAL PASSAGE-INVOLUNTARILY RETURNED TO CALENDAR 

 
  SB 31  Kostelka - Campaign Finance-Contributors' Employers 

Requires that campaign finance reports include the name of the employer of any 
person making a contribution or for which the aggregate amount of total 
contributions made by the individual exceeds $250. 

 
HB'S ON FINAL PASSAGE 

 
  HB 58  Morrell - Telephone Communications & Polling Disclosure 

Requires certain disclosure for the conduct of certain telephone communications 
and polling. 

  HB 80  Morrell - Ethics Board Subpoena Powers 
Provide relative to certain investigative and subpoena powers of a local ethics 
entity , local ethics review board, or office of inspector general in certain home rule 
municipalities. 

 
HB'S IN CONFERENCE COMMITTEE 

 
 HB 1  Tucker - Public Servants/Candidates/Fin. Disclosure 

Requires certain public servants and candidates for certain offices to disclose 
certain financial information. 

  HB 56  Tucker - State Inspector Gen./Office of the Gov. 
Creates and provides for an independent office of state inspector general within the 
office of the governor. 

 
Senate Daily Report 

34th Legislature, First Called Session  
February 25, 2008 

BILLS FILED   
 

 SR 16    Thompson Requests USDA to study ways to address the decline 



  in numbers of minority and small farmers in Louisiana 
and throughout the Southeast region. 

 SR 17    Cassidy 
  

Commends the USDA Agricultural Research Service in 
Baton Rouge for its contributions to agriculture and 
the environment in Louisiana and the Mississippi River 
Basin. 

 SR 18    Murray 
  

Expresses condolences upon the death of Odell 
"Butch" Lawson. 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS   

 
 HB 41    Tucker 

  
Provides relative to enforcement of laws within the 
jurisdiction of the Board of Ethics. 

  •  Reported favorably from committee on Senate and 
Governmental Affairs  

 
FLOOR ACTION   

 
 HB 1    Tucker 

  
Requires certain public servants and candidates for 
certain offices to disclose certain financial information. 

  •  20 Floor amendment(s) adopted  
  •  Passed by a vote of 39 YEAS 0 NAYS 
 HB 41    Tucker 

  
Provides relative to enforcement of laws within the 
jurisdiction of the Board of Ethics. 

  •  Special Order Monday, February 25, 2008. 
 HCR 22    Smith, 

Patricia 
  

Commends Malavika Balachandran as a winner of the 
Siemens Award for Advanced Placement. 

  •  Passed by a vote of 27 YEAS 0 NAYS 
 SCR 26    Jackson, L. 

  
Provides for supplemental information regarding the 
requested funding of non-government entities 
contained in the executive budget or supporting 
documents. 

  •  Returned to the calendar - subject to call  
 SR 16    Thompson 

  
Requests USDA to study ways to address the decline 
in numbers of minority and small farmers in Louisiana 
and throughout the Southeast region. 

  •  Passed  
 SR 17    Cassidy 

  
Commends the USDA Agricultural Research Service in 
Baton Rouge for its contributions to agriculture and 
the environment in Louisiana and the Mississippi River 
Basin. 

  •  Passed  
 SR 18    Murray 

  
Expresses condolences upon the death of Odell 
"Butch" Lawson. 

  •  Passed  
 

FINAL ACTIONS   
 

 SCR 25    Crowe 
  

Memorializes congress to permit the Small Business 
Administration to convert Economic Injury Disaster 
Loans and Physical Disaster Loans to grants in order to 
provide an additional economic stimulus. 

  •  Enrolled  



 SR 14    Michot 
  

Commends Ambassador Pierre Vimont, Ambassador of 
France to the United States of America. 

  •  Enrolled  
 SR 15    Marionneaux 

  
Designates the third Sunday of each May as "Amie 
Comeaux Music Festival Day" and honors the life and 
extraordinary musical accomplishments of the late 
Amie Comeaux. 

  •  Enrolled  
 

 
 

 House  Description of Action for HB 1 Date 
H Prefiled 2- 8-08 
H Referred to House Committee on House and Governmental Affairs 2- 8-08 
H Meeting set for 9:00 A.M. RM. 6  -- House and Governmental Affairs 2-11-08 

H Reported favorably from committee as amended House and 
Governmental Affairs 

2-11-08 

H Set on the House Orders 2-12-08 
H 1 Floor amendment(s) adopted 2-14-08 
H Returned to the calendar - subject to call 2-14-08 
H 16 Floor amendment(s) adopted 2-15-08 
H Passed (Vote Y: 102/N: 1) 2-15-08 
S Referred to Senate Committee on Senate and Governmental Affairs 2-15-08 
S Meeting set for 10:00 a.m. Hainkel Rm.  -- Senate and Governmental 

Affairs 
2-18-08 

S Meeting set for 10:00 A.M. JOHN J. HAINKEL RM.  -- Senate and 
Governmental Affairs 

2-19-08 

S Reported favorably from committee as amended Senate and 
Governmental Affairs 

2-20-08 

S Recommitted Senate Finance 2-20-08 
S Meeting set for 3:30 P.M. RM. E  -- Senate Finance 2-20-08 
S Reported favorably from committee as amended Senate Finance 2-20-08 
S Special Order  Thursday, February 21, 2008  2-20-08 
S Set on the Senate Orders 2-21-08 
S Special Order  Friday, 2/22/08  2-21-08 
S 20 Floor amendment(s) adopted 2-22-08 
S Passed (Vote Y: 39/N: 0) 2-22-08 
H House refused to concur in Senate amendments  (Vote Y: 104/N: 0) 2-22-08 
H House appointed a conference committee  Tucker, Gallot and Peterson  2-22-08 
H Set on the House Orders 2-25-08 

 
 
 House  Description of Action for SB 1 Date 

S Prefiled 2- 8-08 
S Referred to Senate Committee on Senate and Governmental Affairs 2- 8-08 
S Meeting set for 9:30 A.M. Hainkel Rm.  -- Senate and Governmental 

Affairs 
2-11-08 

S Reported favorably from committee as amended Senate and 
Governmental Affairs 

2-11-08 

S Set on the Senate Orders 2-12-08 
S Special Order  Thursday, February 14, 2008  2-12-08 
S Returned to the calendar - subject to call 2-14-08 
S Special Order  2/15/08  2-14-08 



S 9 Floor amendment(s) adopted 2-15-08 
S Passed (Vote Y: 36/N: 1) 2-15-08 
H Referred to House Committee on House and Governmental Affairs 2-15-08 
H Meeting set for 10:00 A.M.  -- House and Governmental Affairs 2-18-08 
H Meeting set for 10:00 A.M. RM. 6  -- House and Governmental Affairs 2-19-08 

H Reported favorably from committee as amended House and 
Governmental Affairs 

2-19-08 

H Set on the House Orders 2-21-08 
H 1 Floor amendment(s) adopted 2-21-08 
H Returned to the calendar - subject to call 2-21-08 
H 17 Floor amendment(s) adopted 2-22-08 
H Passed (Vote Y: 105/N: 0) 2-22-08 
S Set on the Senate Orders 2-25-08 

 
 
 

Key Ethics Reforms Move forward    

A Senate passed bill to limit lobbyists winning and dining Louisiana 
lawmakers has passed the state House. The legislation passed with a 50-dollar 
limit on how much lobbyists can spend to take an official out to eat. Efforts to 
make it an absolute ban were rejected. There were minor amendments to the 
bill, so it now goes back to the Senate for final passage. A ban on free tickets to 
sports and cultural events also passed, but heads back to the Senate for 
approval of amendments that allow officials to still go to high school football 
games and community fund raisers for free. 

 
Both Houses of the Legislature have now passed HB 1 dealing with financial 
disclosure for elected officials and SB 2 dealing with conflicts of interest. These bills 
are extremely significant, very strong and will move Louisiana to the national 
forefront when it comes to ethics reform legislation. 
 
Some have expressed concerns that these bills have been watered down through the 
process. Certainly, many changes have been made, but they are both extremely 
substantive pieces of legislation and far stronger than anyone would have believed 
possible just a short time ago.  
 
Transparency hashed out in meetings that can be secret 
Times Picayune Saturday, February 23, 2008  
By Bill Barrow 

BATON ROUGE -- The fate of several key bills in the special session on ethics law 
changes and increased government transparency will come down to compromise 
committees that do not have to meet in public under legislative rules.  But leading 
lawmakers promised Friday that all conference committees -- at least for this session -- 
will meet in public.  
 
"Yes, of course," said Senate President Joel Chaisson II, D-Destrehan, when asked 
whether the panels would convene in full view.  House Speaker Jim Tucker, R-Algiers, 
said he is on board with that plan. He also confirmed that the House will abide by his 
new rule to allow representatives a day to digest conference committee 
recommendations before being forced to cast a decisive vote. Tucker said he had no 



intention of fostering criticism about a closed process during a session pitched as a 
tribute to transparency.  
 
Conference committees comprise three senators and three representatives who 
reconcile differences when the two chambers pass competing versions of the same bill. 
While they sometimes meet in public, they often meet in private and are even allowed to 
issue written reports, signed by at least two members of each house, without convening 
at all. Once it is considering a bill, the group also can change individual provisions not 
under dispute between the two chambers.  The full House and Senate must approve the 
compromise for a bill to move forward for the governor's consideration.  
 
House Bill 1, which would require more personal financial disclosure from public officials, 
is already bound for a conference committee after the lower chamber refused Friday to 
ratify the version the Senate passed. The House is expected to force compromise 
sessions on other bills as well.  
 
Chaisson said the Senate, meanwhile, will vote Monday morning on whether to accept 
House changes to Senate bills, the headliner being Senate Bill 1 to restrict legislators 
and other public officials from getting certain government contracts.  The potential pitfalls 
of conference committees came up during Friday's Senate debate about the financial 
disclosure bill.  
 
Urging rejection of a proposed amendment to House Bill 1, Chaisson said, "Let's move 
this through the process." From his desk on the first row, Sen. Joe McPherson, D-
Woodworth, said, "You mean let's just move this thing to conference committee so the 
administration can write it like they want to."  
 
Sen. Rob Marionneaux Jr., D-Livonia, reminded his colleagues that the House and 
Senate passed a disclosure bill last year, with both versions including local officials. A 
conference committee, meeting behind closed doors, sent back a new version with local 
officials stripped out. Marionneaux fingered Sen. Robert Adley, D-Benton, as a member 
of that committee and argued that the panel trumped what the two chambers had 
already endorsed.  
 
Adley blamed the bill's death on the House, which refused to endorse the compromise. 
The regular session ended without further deliberation on that bill.  
 
Barry Erwin, president of the Council for a Better Louisiana, said he would like to see the 
Legislature address rules about how conference committees operate. He noted that 
many meetings about controversial bills have been open and that the logistics of 
managing several conference committees at the end of a regular session can be difficult.  
But on priority proposals, he said, "A lot of the final decisions are made in conference 
committee. There should be opportunity for the public to see it and for the public to have 
an opportunity for comment."  
 
3rd-party disclosure bills pass House 
Times Picayune Saturday, February 23, 2008  
By Jan Moller 

BATON ROUGE -- Key parts of Gov. Bobby Jindal's ethics agenda moved closer to final 
passage Friday as the House signed off on a pair of bills designed to force greater 
disclosure by third-party groups that seek to influence elections.  
 
Other bills pushed by the governor are on their way to his desk for his signature, as 
legislators also signed off on bills requiring all public servants to undergo yearly training 
on ethics, to change the makeup of the Board of Ethics and to bar political candidates 
from filing for re-election if they owe outstanding ethics fines to the board.  



The third-party bills by Sen. Rob Marionneaux Jr., D-Livonia, are designed to require 
more transparency by independent groups that send out mailers or air "issue" ads that 
often are thinly disguised commercials supporting or opposing a candidate.    
 
Senate Bill 14 would require third-party groups to identify themselves clearly on any 
mailers or other advertisements they produce and disclose whether they have any ties to 
a candidate or political committee. The bill passed, 100-1, with the lone dissenting vote 
coming from Rep. Walker Hines, D-New Orleans, who questioned whether it can pass 
constitutional muster and said the state could rack up large legal bills if the measure is 
challenged.  
 
Disclosure for 527 groups - Another Marionneaux proposal, Senate Bill 29, would require 
nonprofit groups organized under Chapter 527 of the Internal Revenue Code to reveal 
their donors and expenditures in the same way that other political committees are 
required to do.  
 
Such "527" groups, which include the liberal group MoveOn.org and the conservative 
Swift Boat Veterans for Truth, have become major players in federal campaigns since 
Congress this decade banned unlimited "soft money" donations to political parties. But 
Marionneaux's bill would only apply to state elections, where such groups have not had 
a major presence in Louisiana thus far.  
 
Kathleen Allen, a lawyer for the Ethics Board, said it's not clear how many groups would 
be covered by the bill that are not currently required to file reports as political 
committees.  
 
Both bills include language added by Rep. Karen Carter Peterson, D-New Orleans, that 
would prohibit third parties from paying campaign-finance penalties. A Senate committee 
has twice rejected stand-alone bills that sought to accomplish the same thing.  
The bills now head back to the full Senate for agreement with the changes made by the 
House.  
 
The House also voted 97-2 for Senate Bill 58 by Sen. Danny Martiny, R-Kenner, to 
create the crime of abuse of office by a public employee or official. It says that no public 
officers can use the weight of their office to compel or coerce someone to provide a 
reward in exchange for the official's actions. Violators would face up to five years in jail 
or a fine of up to $5,000. Martiny's bill now returns to the Senate for approval of the 
minor House-made changes.  
 
En route to governor - Other bills receiving final passage Friday include:  
-- Senate Bill 53 by Sen. Edwin Murray, D-New Orleans, doubling the penalties for the 
crime of "corrupt influencing" from up to five years in jail to up to 10, a maximum fine of 
$5,000 to a maximum of $10,000 or both. Corrupt influencing is committed when 
someone gives or offers to give a gift of money to a public official to influence the 
official's action.  
-- House Bill 6 by Speaker Jim Tucker, R-Algiers, requiring all public servants and 
lobbyists to get one hour of annual training in the Louisiana Code of Ethics. The bill 
would apply immediately to legislators and statewide elected officials, and by 2010 local 
elected officials would also have to comply. By Jan. 1, 2012, anyone who draws a 
government salary would have to receive the training. Registered lobbyists would have 
to receive the training starting next year.  
-- House Bill 29, also by Tucker, which requires at least three of the governor's seven 
appointees to the Board of Ethics to be lawyers with at least eight years of professional 
experience.  



-- House Bill 65 by Rep. Hunter Greene, R-Baton Rouge, prohibiting candidates from 
signing up to run for office if they owe the Ethics Board more than $250 in penalties as a 
result of an ethics violation and all their appeals have been exhausted.  
 
Cash contributions - Meanwhile, lawmakers voted 76-23 to reject a bill that sought to 
prohibit candidates from receiving cash campaign contributions. Rep. Cameron Henry, 
R-Jefferson, said there is "a public perception of handing a public official cash" that looks 
bad. But opponents of the bill said it could hurt fundraising efforts by candidates in rural 
areas, where potential contributors might not have access to checking accounts and 
deal only in cash.  Existing law allows candidates to get cash donations below $100, 
provided contributors provide their name, address and Social Security numbers.   
 
Key parts of ethics package approved 
Legislators will work on details next week  
Times Picayune Saturday, February 23, 2008  
By Bill Barrow 

BATON ROUGE -- After two weeks of wrangling, state lawmakers Friday gave approval 
to the two cornerstones of Gov. Bobby Jindal's proposed ethics law changes, bills 
designed to prohibit public officials from holding state contracts and to require them to 
disclose their personal assets and liabilities.  
 
A third piece of the administration's package -- to prohibit lawmakers and other state 
officials from representing individuals or companies before state agencies -- was 
dropped because it might have "unintended consequences," its chief sponsor said, 
adding to the list of Jindal proposals that appear dead.  
 
The maneuvering sets up a decisive third and final week of the session, when Jindal's 
floor leaders and a handful of prominent lawmakers will fill compromise committees to 
reconcile competing versions of what the two chambers have passed.  
That includes House Bill 1 by Speaker Jim Tucker, R-Algiers, to require more personal 
financial disclosure by elected officials and some appointees. The Senate voted 39-0 
Friday in favor of the bill. Soon after, however, the House rejected the Senate changes, 
forcing Tucker's proposal to a six-member compromise committee that will meet 
Monday.  
 
Chambers set standards - Before those votes, the House unanimously approved Senate 
Bill 1, which Jindal casts as his principal legislation to prevent conflicts of interest. The 
proposal, sponsored by Senate President Joel Chaisson II, D-Destrehan, bans 
lawmakers, statewide elected officials, members of major boards and commissions 
named by the governor, and the governor and his top staff members from getting state 
contracts.  Chaisson said he would review the House version of his bill and others during 
the weekend and decide whether to cajole senators into accepting changes or forcing 
conference committees.  
 
Those panels -- three representatives, three senators -- will include Chaisson and 
Tucker and almost certainly Rep. Rick Gallot, D-Ruston, and Sen. Bob Kostelka, R-
Monroe, who oversee their chambers' Governmental Affairs committees. Speaker Pro 
Tem Karen Carter Peterson, D-New Orleans, is the third House conferee on financial 
disclosure.  Both chambers must approve a conference committee draft before a bill 
goes to the governor's desk.  
 
On the financial disclosure bill, both chambers adopted a framework that sets up three 
tiers, with the top level having to disclose the most detailed information about income, 
property holdings, investments, business associations and liabilities. The second tier 
would share less detail about investments and liabilities. The third tier essentially follows 
what legislators disclose now: income from government and gambling sources.  



Both chambers put statewide officials in the top tier, legislators and other politicians 
representing at least 5,000 people in the second tier and remaining local officials 
representing fewer than 5,000 people in the third tier. The requirements extend to the 
spouses of filers and to candidates for all the affected offices.  
 
Bills have differences - The principal differences revolve around how to treat judges and 
when the requirements go into effect. The House included judges in the law, while the 
Senate did not, stripping out the judiciary after the Louisiana Supreme Court committed 
to adopting its own disclosure rules for jurists across the state. Tucker indicated that the 
House, which passed the bill before Chief Justice Pascal Calogero made the 
commitment, will not have a problem giving the judiciary an opportunity to keep its word.  
 
A Senate amendment also pushes back the first filing deadline for all filers until May 15, 
2010, reports that would reflect financial holdings and transactions for 2009. The House 
voted for the top two classes of filers -- which would cover statewide officials, legislators 
and other district and local politicians who represent more than 5,000 people -- to submit 
reports next year, reflecting information from 2008.  
 
The remaining distinctions are more arcane, dealing mostly with how to distribute boards 
and commissions between the bottom two classifications and what level of detail to 
require from the middle tier of filers.   Either version would dramatically improve 
Louisiana's standing in national comparisons of disclosure laws for state lawmakers.  
 
Bills make rounds - As the rewritten contracts bill returns to the upper chamber, it bans 
the governor, all statewide officials, the heads of all the executive department agencies, 
the governor's chief of staff, chief fiscal adviser and chief attorney -- and their spouses -- 
from having contracts with the state. Gallot said the prohibition also extends to 
businesses in which they have more than a 5 percent interest.  The measure allows 
officials who have contracts now to hold them or renew them through Jan. 8, 2012, but 
they cannot enter into new agreements after the bill is signed by Jindal.  
 
Gallot said the bill was amended to allow officials to continue to receive payments from 
state retirement systems, state-run insurance companies, farm subsidies and 
scholarship and college grants. Some legislators complained the original version of the 
measure would have prohibited them from receiving those benefits.  Gallot called the bill 
"a reasoned approach" to public service.  
 
Gallot, meanwhile, said he will not move Chaisson's Senate Bill 44 to prohibit lawmakers 
and some other state officials from representing people or companies for pay before 
state agencies. Gallot said the bill could be interpreted to bar a lawmaker who runs a 
gas station from having any dealings with the state Department of Agriculture and 
Forestry, the agency that regulates and inspects the calibration of gas pumps.  
 
Jindal's Deputy Chief of Staff Stephen Waguespack confirmed that the administration is 
dropping the bill and might bring a revised version back for the March 31 regular 
session.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
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