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Dr. Jordan Karlitz graduated from the University of California at Berkeley 
with a degree in molecular biology and genetics. He subsequently attended 
the McGill University Faculty of Medicine in Montreal where he received 
his medical degree in 2000. He received his internal medicine training at 
the Columbia University College of Physicians and Surgeons/New York 
Presbyterian Hospital and completed his fellowship in gastroenterology 

and hepatology at the Albert Einstein College of Medicine/Montefiore Medical Center in 2006. 
 
Dr. Karlitz joined the faculty at the Tulane University School of Medicine in the division of Gastroenterology in 2008 
as assistant professor of medicine. In 2010, he completed a preceptorship in IBD sponsored by the Crohn's and 
Colitis Foundation of America at the Massachusetts General Hospital. In 2011, he founded the hereditary GI cancer 
program at the Tulane Cancer center, the first clinical program of its kind in Louisiana, of which he is director. He is 
also currently the associate program director of the gastroenterology fellowship program at Tulane.   
 
Dr. Karlitz's clinical interests and research centers on familial colon cancer syndromes, including hereditary 
nonpolyposis colorectal cancer (HNPCC)/Lynch Syndrome and familial adenomatous polyposis (FAP). Through 
collaboration with the Louisiana Tumor Registry (LTR) based at the LSU School of public health (where he is an 
adjunct professor), Dr. Karlitz has been studying colorectal cancer incidence rates in Louisiana. Through his 
research, he has identified one of the highest rates of colorectal cancer in the U.S. in the Acadian parishes of 
Louisiana. Also through collaboration with the LTR, Dr. Karlitz has been studying population based Lynch syndrome 
screening in young colorectal cancer patients. 
 
Dr. Karlitz's Acadian parish colorectal cancer research has been presented at the American Gastroenterological 
Association's Digestive and Disease Week where he was a poster of distinction award winner in 2013. He also 
presented his population based Lynch Syndrome screening research at the Colorectal Cancer Prevention Plenary at 
the Annual American College of Gastroenterology (ACG) meeting in 2014 and was awarded the prestigious ACG 
Governors Award for excellence in clinical research. 
 
Dr. Karlitz is involved in multiple state and national initiatives regarding colorectal cancer and GI issues in general. 
He is currently the Public Relations Chairperson for the American College of Gastroenerology (ACG) and the 
physician editor for the ACG's Digestive Health Smartbrief (a biweekly national publication that highlights important 
patient related GI news). He is also an invited participant of both the American Cancer Society's National Colorectal 
Cancer Roundtable and the Louisiana State Colorectal Cancer Roundtable. Through his affiliation with the LTR, Dr. 
Karlitz serves as the physician advisor for GI cancers for the state tumor registry. 

 


