
 
DRAFT MEETING MINUTES 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
  Pigeon and Prince, New Orleans, LA 

August 2, 2017- 7:00 pm 

ROLL CALL 
James Taylor, MD – President President-Elect 
Jonathan Hunter, MD –President-Elect  
M. Tahir Qayyum, MD – Vice President 
Christopher Foret, MD - Secretary 
Brian Elkins, MD –  Immediate Past President 
Derek Anderson, MD – Speaker/GA 
James Campbell, MD – AAFP Alternate Delegate 
Brandon Page, MD – District 1 Alternate 
Director 

Jack Heidenreich, MD – District 3A Director 
Richard Bridges, MD – Distict 6B Director 
Kenneth Brown, MD - District 8 Director 
Bryan Picou, Jr., MD - District 8 Alternate 
Director 
Ronnie Slipman, MD – Resident Alternate Board 
Rep 

 
Guests Present: 
Mark Dawson, MD – LAFP LSBME 
Representative 
Barry Dunn, AbbVie 

Wayne Gravois, MD  
Daniel Jens, MD  
Nadine Robin, Aledade 

 
Staff Present: 
Ragan LeBlanc, Executive Vice President 
Lee Ann Albert, Education and Membership 
Director 
Danielle Edmonson, Marketing and Events 
Coordinator 
Hailey Kuhns, Administrative Assistant 

Joe Mapes, Lobbyist 
Sandy Mapes, Lobbyist 
Bilee Yelverton, Lobbyist 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order by Dr. Taylor at 8:18 PM. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
The Board reviewed the minutes from the December 7, 2016, March 27, 2017 and April 5, 2017 Board 
meetings.  The following motion was adopted by unanimous consent of the Board: 

 
MOTION (APPROVED) 

THAT THE DECEMBER 7, 2016, MARCH 27, 2017 AND APRIL 5, 2017 MINTUES BE 
APPROVED AS WRITTEN.  THE MOTION CARRIED. 

 
REPORTS 
President’s Report 
Dr. James Taylor provided the Board with an update on the activities of the LAFP Board of Directors over 
the past year.  He also stated that a copy of his report was included in the meeting packet.   
 
Secretary’s Report 
Dr. Chris Foret submitted a report to the Board that was included in the meeting packet for review. 
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Executive Director’s Report 
She stated that her report was included in the meeting packet for everyone to review. 
 
AAFP Delegate Report  
Dr. Taylor referred the board to a copy of the report included in the meeting packet.   
 
OPERATIONS COMMITTEE/TREASURER’S REPORT 
In the absence of Dr. Picou, Ragan LeBlanc presented the Operations Committee and Treasurer’s Report 
to the Board.  She noted that the Profit Loss Statement for 2016 and 2017 was included in the meeting 
packet.  Ms. LeBlanc noted that there is $389,602.86 in income with $194,886.90 in outstanding 
expenses to date for 2017.  The LAFP account holdings are $$346,022.65 as of July 1, 20176.  She also 
reported to the Board that the 2016 audit would be taking place later in the fall.  She asked that if the 
board did not have any additional questions, she would need the board to approve the financials.  The 
following motion was approved by unanimous consent: 
 

MOTION (APPROVED) 
 THAT THE PROFIT AND LOSS STATEMENT FOR 2016, THE PROFIT AND LOSS 

STATEMENT FOR 2017, AND THE CURRENT ACCOUNT HOLDING BE APPROVED AS 
SUBMITTED.  THE MOTION CARRIED. 

 
NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE REPORT 
Dr. Richard Bridges reviewed the slate of nominees that would be submitted during the General 
Assembly for 2017-2018.  He stated that all positions had been filled and thanked the Board for their 
input for the 2017 slate. 
 
LEGISLATIVE AND MEMBERSHIP ISSUES COMMITTEE REPORT 
Dr. Richard Bridges informed the Board that the Committee on Legislative and Membership Issues met 
continuously over the past year via conference. He then gave an overview of the 2017 legislative session 
and thanked Mapes & Mapes for assisting with assembling the legislative monitoring report.  He 
reported that the LAFP Legislative Committee reviewed a list of 949 bills—692 in the House and 257 in 
the Senate, as well as 721 resolutions – 369 in the House and 352 in the Senate - that were filed during 
this legislative session. The LAFP decided to track a total of 73 bills and resolutions.  He stated that this 
was a relatively slower year for the LAFP.  One bill that was of particular interest during the session, was 
Senate Bill 75, authored by Senator Fred Mills.  This bill would have made major changes in the 
operation of 25 health professional licensing boards that operate within the Louisiana Department of 
Health. Those changes would have included requiring that at least one consumer without ties to the 
relevant profession be appointed on each of those boards.  The bill would have also limited the role of 
the licensing boards in disciplinary matters by transferring disciplinary decisions to administrative law 
judges.  The bill was defeated in the House Health and Welfare Committee and by a vote of 7-5.  Dr. 
Bridges also informed the Board that the LAFP filed two resolutions.  Senate Concurrent Resolution 21 
was authored by Senator Beth Mizell and House Concurrent Resolution 75 authored by Representative 
Melinda White on the LAFP’s behalf. This resolution requested the Louisiana medical schools, prescriber 
boards, and prescriber trade associations to make every effort to eliminate pain as the 5th vital sign to 
help with the opioid epidemic. He reported that both of these resolutions passed. 

Representative Katrina Jackson also authored House Concurrent Resolution 51 at LAFP's request asking 
LDH to add adults to the LINKS database with no additional cost to the state so that physicians know 
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what vaccines that their patients have received and cut down on duplication and cost. This resolution 
passed.  Dr. Bridges reported that LDH was most appreciative to have the support on both of these 
important issues from the provider community.  

Last Dr. Bridges discussed with the Board the decrease in participation of the membership in responding 
to voter voice messages and volunteering to staff the first aid station at the capital.  He stressed the 
importance of the membership responding to messages sent by the LAFP office.  He also asked that if 
any board member had not already done so, to provide the staff their cell phone so that text alerts can 
be sent during the session if we need members to respond promptly to an issue.   

MEMBERSHIP SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT 
Dr. Taylor referred the board to a copy of the report included in the meeting packet.  As of May 2017, 
our state chapter membership was down by 18 members compared with the same date in 2016.  At the 
end of the annual AAFP drop date, membership was 2,025, which includes 878 active members, 905 
students, 152 residents, 80 Life members, 7 inactive members, and 3 supporting members.  
 
EDUCATION COMMITTEE REPORT  
Dr. Taylor referred the board to a copy of the report included in the meeting packet referencing the 
work of the committee over the past year.   
 
RESIDENT STUDENT LEADERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT  
Dr. Taylor referred the board to a copy of the report included in the meeting packet referencing the 
work of the committee over the past year.   
 
Residency Programs Report 
Members were referred to the board packet for the Residency Program Directors’ Reports. 
 
Family Medicine Department Chairs’ Report 
Members were referred to the board packet for the Medical School Department Chairs’ Reports. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
There was no old business to discuss. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
LAFP OFFICE UPDATES 
Ms. LeBlanc provided the board with an update on the LAFP office and the damages due to the “Great 
Flood.” She stated that the building did have flood insurance and that payment had been received for 
the damages from the insurance carrier.  She went on to explain that because the flood claim will only 
pay for damages from the floor and half way up the walls, the insurance carrier for the roof had been 
contacted due to leaking from the ceiling.  Ms. LeBlanc reported that the roof was 20 plus years old and 
that the insurance denied the claim and that repairs would have to be done with LAFP funds.  She stated 
that she had obtained quotes from outside contractors regarding the repairs.  Ms. LeBlanc the quotes 
she received on the roofing and stated that she felt that due to cost, it was best that the roof be 
replaced with the same type of roof that is currently on the building and that the cost would be $25,000.  
She stated that due to the vandalism that had occurred on the outside of the building, cost to wash and 
paint the building would be around $7,000.  She state that interior repairs would also need to be made 
and that the cost for those repairs would be $10,000 .  She also raised the issue regarding previous 
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discussions on possibly selling the LAFP office and either renting or purchasing a new building.  She 
asked that the board if they had any questions.  Dr. Taylor suggested that a subcommitte or a taskforce 
be formed under the direction of Dr. Jonathan Hunter, to gather information and have a presentation to 
the board on the pros and cons of of keeping vs. selling the office.  The following motion was approved 
by unanimous consent: 
 

MOTION (APPROVED) 
 THAT A TASKFORCE BE FORMED BY INCOMING PRESIDENT DR. JONATHAN HUNTER,  

TO EXPLORE THE RELOCATION OF THE LAFP HEADQUARTERS OFFICE AND LOOK AT 
THE LONG TERM VIABILITY OF STAYING IN THE PRESENT LOCATION VERSUS ANOTHER 
LOCATION IN THE BATON ROUGE METRO AREA. THE MOTION CARRIED. 

 
ANNUAL ASSEMBLY UPDATES 
Ms. LeBlanc reviewed the registration numbers for Annual Assembly.  She noted that 54 exhibit booths 
were sold for the meeting.  Also, she reviewed the sponsorships and grant funding received for the 
meeting. Lastly she stated that there was over 200 attendees registered for the conference. 
 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY MEETING 
Follow-Up Actions Taken on Resolutions from the 2015 and 2016 General Assembly Meeting 
Dr. Anderson directed the Board to the report included in the meeting packet.  He reported that 
Resolution 1: Background Checks and Education for Patients Regarding Gun Safety had been completed 
and that a letter was sent to all Louisiana legislators.  He stated that Resolution 5: Late Term Abortions 
was also completed where a resolution was discussed during the 2016 AAFP Congress of Delegates 
where the resolution was not passed. Lastly, he stated that there was only one additional resolution, 
which was Resolution 1: Division of the Legislative and Membership Issues Committee, that needed to 
be completed and would be discussed during the General Assembly meeting as part of the Bylaws 
Taskforce Report.  He stated that if the Assembly approves the bylaws, all pending resolutions would be 
complete. 
 
The board reviewed the follow-up actions from the 2015 and 2016 General Assembly meeting that 
would be submitted to the membership during this years’ meeting.  The following motion was approved 
by unanimous consent: 

MOTION (APPROVED) 
 THAT THE FOLLOW UP ACTIONS TAKEN ON RESOLUTIONS FROM THE 2015 AND 2016 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY REPORT BE APPROVED AS WRITTEN.  THE MOTION CARRIED. 
 
Guest Speakers  
Ms. LeBlanc informed the Board that Vindell Washington, MD, Chief Medical Officer at Blue Cross Blue 
Shield and AAFP President, John Meigs, MD was scheduled to address the General Assembly on Friday, 
August 4th. 
 
General Assembly Resolutions 
Dr. Anderson reported to the Board that no resolutions had been filed for discussion during the General 
Assembly meeting by the resolution deadline and that if any member had a late resolution it would 
require a two-thirds vote in order to be heard. 
 
AWARDS AND INSTALLATION  
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Ms. LeBlanc reminded the members that Awards and Installation will be held on Saturday, August 5th at 
12:45 PM and that officer and committee members’ pictures would be taken.   
 
MEDICAL SCHOOL/MATCH DATE TABLES  
Ms. LeBlanc told the Board that the 2017 medical school and match data was located in the packet.  Dr. 
Derek Anderson went over the match data and thanked Ms. LeBlanc for all her hard work with this 
undertaking. 
 
AAFP NOMINATIONS/COMMISSIONS -  DEADLINE OCTOBER 15, 2017 
Ms. LeBlanc reminded the board that anyone who was interested in serving on an AAFP Commission, 
that the deadline to apply was October 15, 2017.   
 
LAFP SUPPORT OF COMMUNITY EMS PROGRAM 
Dr. Taylor informed the Board that he and Ragan LeBlanc had met with Baton Rouge EMS regarding their 
Community EMS Program.  He stated that the Baton Rouge General Family Medicine Residency Program 
also attended the meeting due to their involvement with the program.  Dr. Taylor discussed the intent of 
the program, which is to decrease utilizers of EMS services and ensuring that the EMS summary, 
admission summary and discharge summaries are being received by their primary care physician.  He 
stated that the EMS was requesting that the LAFP educate physicians on the program and help identify 
physicians for patients who do not have a physician assigned to them.  The Board discussed the request 
made by Dr. Taylor and voiced concerns with the workload this program would put on residents and the 
issue of EMS workers practicing medicine in the home visits that are conducted instead of seeing a 
physician.  After continued discussion, the Board decided to take no action at this time and that no staff 
time or resources would be used. 
 
Conflict of Interest Form 
Dr. Taylor stated that Board Conflict of Interest forms were attached to the back of the meeting packet.  
He continued by asking that each member sign and return the form to the LAFP office. 
 
Updated Roster 
Dr. Taylor informed the Board that an updated Board roster was located in the back of the meeting 
packet. He asked everyone to review the information for accuracy. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Due to there being no more business presented to the Board, the following motion was adopted by 
unanimous consent of the Board: 
 

MOTION (APPROVED) 
 THAT DUE TO THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS, THE LAFP BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

MEETING BE ADJOURNED AT 9:20 PM.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
James Taylor, Jr., MD 
LAFP President, 2016-2017 


