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Acknowledgment: 
The Legislative and Membership Issues Committee has worked tirelessly on your behalf and I would like to 
acknowledge and thank the members who served:  
 
Deanna Blanchard, MD  
Chad Braden, MD 
Lisa Casey, MD 
Micah Pippin, MD 
Camille Pitre, MD 

M. Tahir Qayyum, MD 
Russ Roberts, MD 
Jason Schrock, MD 
Ronnie Slipman, MD 
Jonathan Hunter, MD (Ex-officio) 

 
The Committee on Membership Issues met once this year via conference call on May 23, 2018.  Additional work was 
carried out via email correspondence with consent approval. 
 
Membership Recognition 
The Louisiana Academy won an award for 100 percent resident membership.  The award was presented in Kansas 
City, MO on April 28th during the AAFP Annual Chapter Leaders Forum/National Conference of Constituency 
Leaders. With the large number of family medicine residencies in Louisiana and the number of potential resident 
members, to achieve the 100% mark is a tribute to the membership recruitment and retention efforts of Louisiana's 
family medicine residency program directors, LAFP leadership, and staff. 
 
Membership in the LAFP 
Enrollment as a member of the LAFP occurs with enrollment in the AAFP, and so much of our membership 
information is provided by the national organization. The LAFP staff monitors membership closely. There were 4 
members who had not reported adequate CME credits for their 2017-2018 re-election cycle (compared to 8 in 
2017), and 75 who had not paid 2018 dues (compared to 66 in 2017).  There were 5 members who were cancelled 
for not reporting adequate CME and did not pay dues.  As of June 5, 2018 total of 66 members remain cancelled as 
compared to 83 in 2017.   
 
As of June 2018, membership was 1,972, which includes 883 active members, 837 students, 156 residents, 86 Life 
members, 6 inactive members, and 4 supporting members. 
 
In addition, Inactive members are reviewed annually and placed back into Active status unless they have a hardship 
or are retired and just have not yet reached Life status by virtue of AAFP membership affiliation years. Possible Life 
members are evaluated individually at the member’s request. 
 
Awards 
This committee continues to affirm the value of recognizing professional achievement among LAFP members as a 
way to honor and reinforce the value of Family Physicians in our state. We are proud of all our members and would 
encourage our membership to look at the accomplishments of their colleagues and partners with an eye toward 
increasing our pool of award nominees.  For 2018, we are happy to recognize: 
 
Madeleine Marie Barat Leefe   Gerald R. Gehringer, MD, Family Medicine Award 
Alisha Kshetry     Tulane Family Medicine Excellence Award 
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Meg Hebert     Michael O. Fleming, MD, Family Medicine Award 
Christie Caceres, MD    Resident Award of Excellence 
James Campbell, MD    LAFP Nominee to AAFP Family Physician of the Year 
 
Congratulations to all our 2018 award winners! 
 
Membership Survey 
The LAFP will be conducting several membership surveys over the next year and will be conducted via the 
newsletter and social media.  2-3 questions are asked to gather input from members regarding the Academy’s 
publications, educational programming and events. This survey gathers critical data about our members, which is 
then used to inform our representatives in the Capitol as well as providing insight into the composition of family 
medicine in Louisiana. When this survey comes out, we would like to encourage all members to complete it so that 
we have more accurate data to work with.  
 
General Chapter Overview: 
The Louisiana AFP is a medium-sized chapter (401 to 1,000 active members) with the following 
membership numbers: 
 

April 2017 April 2018 
Active 964 Active 954 

Honorary 0 Honorary 0 
Inactive 7 Inactive 6 

Supportin
g 

3 Supportin
g 

4 

Life 80 Life 87 
Resident 145 Resident 144 
Student 874 Student 810 
TOTAL 2,073 TOTAL 2,00

5 
 

LA AFP active membership is down 10 members between the end of April 2017 and 
April 2018—a 1.04% decrease. AAFP saw a 1.37% increase in active membership during 
this same period. 
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Active Membership: 
AAFP’s Active membership has grown steadily over the past 10 years (14.29%), including a 5.77% 
growth in the last five years. AAFP saw a 1.13% increase in the last year (end of the year 2016 to end 
of the year 2017). 

 
The LA AFP has experienced a 15.56% growth rate of active members in the same 10-year period, and a 
4.46% growth rate in the last 5 years. The chapter has seen a decrease in active membership of 0.22% 
from 2015 to 2017 and a 1.98% decrease from end of year 2016 to end of year 2017. 
 

Active Membership (compared to four similar-sized chapters): 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Membership Committee Report, continued 

 
General Assembly – July 6, 2018 – Destin, FL 

 

 

 
Only one of the chapters compared above saw an increase in active member growth at the 10, 5, 3 and 
1-year comparison points. Before seeing a decrease at the 3 and 1-year mark, the LA AFP saw the 
second highest growth rate at the 5-year comparison point of the chapters compared above. 

 
Active Member Retention: 

After an increase of 1.5% increase from 2009 to 2012, the AAFP has decreased 0.6% over the last five 
years to 94.4%. AAFP did however experience an increase of .2% the past year. 

The LA AFP rate of active member retention increased 1.3% from 2008 to 2010, and then saw a decrease of 
1.8% from 2010 to 2013. The chapter remained consistent from 2013 to 2016 before seeing a 2.1% decrease 
from end of 2016 to end of 2017. 

Active Member Retention (compared to four similar-sized chapters): 
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All but one of the chapters compared above experienced a decrease in retention rate from 2011 to 2015. All 
the chapters above experienced a decrease in active member retention rate from end of year 2016 to end of 
year 2017 – with the LA and AR AFP seeing the largest decrease of 2.1%. 

 
Student Membership: 

AAFP student membership increased by 119.6% from 2008 through 2017. That trend has continued 
showing a 26.75% increase the past 5 years and a 7.66% growth since 2015. Over the last year, the 
AAFP has seen a 0.69% student member increase. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Student membership in the LA AFP decreased by 5.26% from 2007 to 2012, where the AAFP experienced 
a 44% increase. The chapter has since seen a 58.49% increase in student membership from 2013 to 2017, 
and continued to see growth of student membership at the 3-year comparison point of 19.34%, before 
seeing a 6.5% decrease this past year. 

 

Student Membership (compared to four similar-sized chapters): 
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Three of the chapters compared above saw increases in student growth at the 10, 5, 3 and 1-year comparison points. The 
LA AFP experienced increases at the 10, 5 and 3-year comparison points before a decrease this past year. 
 
Resident Membership: 

AAFP has seen increases in resident membership at the 10, 5, 3 and 1-year comparison points. From 
2008 to 2017 there was a 25.27% increase, 2013 – 2017 a 9.02% and from 2015-2017 a 4.27% increase. 

AAFP saw a 1.55% increase over the last year. 

The LA AFP saw an increase in resident membership at the 10 and 5-year comparison points (13.59% 
and 2.96%), but has since seen a decline in this area at the 3 and 1-year comparison points of 2.79% 
and 0.48%. 

Resident Membership (compared to four similar-sized chapters): 
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Only one of the chapters compared above (AL) saw increases in resident membership at the 10, 5, 3 and 1-year comparison 
points. Three chapters saw increases at the 3-year comparison point, while the LA and KS AFP saw decreases this past year. 
The AR and KY AFP did not experience a growth or loss the past year and remained at the same number of resident 
members. 
 
 

AAFP and Chapter Data Summaries 
 

Green Headings – Area of Membership is strong and growing Yellow 
Headings – Area of Membership should be watched closely Red Headings 
– Area of Membership needs immediate attention 

 

Active Membership (Ranked in Chapter order over the past year based on end of year data) 
 

 Ten Year (2008 
to 2017) 

Five Year (2013 
to 2017) 

Three Year 
(2015 to 2017) 

Past Year (2016 
to 2017) 

AAFP + 14.29% +5.77% +2.96% +1.13% 
Kansas +7.80% +1.37% +2.68% +0.10% 
Kentucky +5.83% +1.52% +1.87% 0% 
Alabama +13.31% +8.62% +2.83% -0.11% 
Arkansas +5.25% +1.89% +1.29% -1.26% 
Louisiana +15.56% +4.46% -0.22% -1.98% 

 
As of April 30, the LA AFP had 954 Active members—which is a 1.04% decrease over the April 2017 
figure (down 10 members). 
 
The chapter canceled 82 members the first of May compared to 104 in May of 2017 – so this is a good sign for 
bouncing back for the next membership report that will come out the first week of June. Though the reports are 
not finalized since it is not the end of the month at the time of this report preparation – it would appear the 
chapter will be equal, if not a few active members ahead, from this time last year. So, continue the hard work on 
reinstatements to see that number continue to rise! 
 
 
Active Member Retention Rates (Ranked in Chapter order over the past year based on end of year data) 
Average active membership retention percentages over given time periods. 

 
 Ten Year (2008 

to 2017) 
Five Year (2013 
to 2017) 

Three Year 
(2015 to 2017) 

Past Year (2016 
to 2017) 

AAFP 94.45% 94.34% 94.13% 94.10% 
Kansas 96.33% 96.10% 96.07% 96.40% 
Alabama 94.59% 95.16% 95.23% 94.95% 
Arkansas 94.21% 94.22% 94.10% 94.15% 
Kentucky 93.92% 93.52% 93.30% 93.25% 
Louisiana 94.0% 93.60% 93.33% 92.95% 

 
The LA AFP reached an all-time high of 95.9% retention rate in 2010, and a low of 91.9% at the end of 
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2017. The chapter remained consistent at or just slightly below the 94% range 8 out of the past 10 
years. 

 
 

Member Market Share 
 

 2016 2017 
AAFP 76.7% 76.9% 
Kansas 87.5% 86.6% 
Arkansas 77.7% 77.2% 
Alabama 75.3% 75.7% 
Louisiana 74.1% 74.5% 
Kentucky 71.6% 71.4% 

 
Louisiana and Alabama were the only two chapters compared above that increased market share from 
2016 to 2017. 

 

First-Year New Physicians 
The LA AFP does participate in the discounted dues program. The average payment rate for those 
chapters that offered a discount for 2017 dues was 71.78% and those who did not was 71.94%. As 
chapters look at the percentage rate of paid first-year new physicians that received discounted chapter 
dues compared to the percentage rate of paid first-year new physicians that did not receive a discount, 
it is important to note that 80% of all residency graduates now pay discounted dues at the national and 
chapter level. 

 
 Percentage of first-year new physicians who paid 

dues under the 2017 discounted dues program. 
Offered a Dues Discount? 

AAFP 71.81% Yes 
Kansas 86.67% Yes 
Alabama 73.08% Yes 
Arkansas 64.29% Yes 
Kentucky 63.64% No 
Louisiana 62.96% Yes 

 
Because of the continuing focus on this membership segment – it is important to keep a close eye on 
new physician members. The LA AFP based on end of December 2017 data, has the 4th lowest payment 
rate of those chapters who offer a discount on their dues (62.96%). For 2016 dues for first year new 
physicians, the LA AFP payment rate was 68.75% and in 2015 it was 76.81%. 
Student Membership (Ranked in Chapter order over the past year based on end of year data) 

 
 Ten Year (2008 

to 2017) 
Five Year (2013 
to 2017) 

Three Year 
(2015 to 2017) 

Past Year (2016 
to 2017) 

AAFP +119.6% +26.75% +7.66% +0.69% 
Kentucky +423.3% +81.04% +70.54% +27.76% 
Arkansas +760.0% +134.6% +48.28% +10.26% 
Alabama +199.0% +68.72% +33.33% +7.67% 
Kansas +26.98% +10.50% -2.68% +2.56% 
Louisiana +68.54% +58.49% +19.34% -6.50% 
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At the end of April, the LA AFP had 810 students compared to 874 at the end of April 2017—a 7.32% 
decrease. The chapter still has a very high student population and isn’t an area of concern. 

 
 

Resident Membership (Ranked in Chapter order over the past year based on end of year data) 
 

 Ten Year (2008 
to 2017) 

Five Year (2013 
to 2017) 

Three Year 
(2015 to 2017) 

Past Year (2016 
to 2017) 

AAFP +25.27% +9.02% +4.27% +1.55% 
Alabama +19.05% +13.64% +4.80% +4.80% 
Arkansas +9.72% -9.71% +1.94% 0% 
Kentucky +11.97% +10.08% +2.34% 0% 
Louisiana +13.59% +2.96% -2.79% -0.48% 
Kansas -4.72% -0.82% 0% -3.97% 

 
Currently, the LA chapter has 144 residents at the end of April compared to 145 at the end of April 
2017. The chapter continually receives the 100% membership recognition of their resident members. 
Great job! 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Alan LeBato, MD 
2017-2018 Membership Committee Chair 
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