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1 WHEREAS, the United States has the highest maternal mortality rate of any industrialized nation with
2 approximately 26.4 deaths per 100,000 live births, and has increased by nearly 60% between 1990 and
3 20151 and
4
5 WHEREAS, an additional 50,000 women experience severe maternal morbidity each year in the us? and
6
7 WHEREAS, maternal mortality occurs significantly more frequently among black women, low- income
8 women, and women in rural areas, and
9
10 WHEREAS, less than half of women living in rural areas have access to a nearby hospital that offers
11 prenatal care3 and
12
13 WHEREAS, black mothers die at 3-4 times the rate of white mothers, regardless of socioeconomic status
14 and this disparity continues to widen? and
15
16 WHEREAS, racism, including discrimination by healthcare providers, contribute to poor maternal health
17 outcomes among black women® and
18
19 WHEREAS, lack of ability to access and afford maternity care contributes to poor maternal health
20 outcomes® and
21
22 WHEREAS, other medical societies, like the American Medical Association (AMA) and American College of
23 Obstetricians and Gynecologists (ACOG), recognize the importance of maternal mortality review
24 committees, advocating for state and federal legislation and funding for their establishment and
25 maintenance’ and
26
27 WHEREAS, evidence-based interventions for decreasing perinatal morbidity and mortality such as the
28 toolkit for response and management of obstetric hemorrhage developed by the California Maternal
29 Quality Care Collaborative exist (CMQCC), but are not widely implemented8 and
30
31 WHEREAS, 2010 census data collected by the American Board of Family Medicine (ABFM) found that only
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9.7% of family physicians were providing obstetric care,9 therefore be it

RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Academy of Family Physicians (LAFP) will bring a resolution to the American
Academy of Family Physicians (AAFP) with the following resolved clauses:

“RESOLVED that the AAFP support maternal mortality review committees and advocate for state
and federal legislative and fiscal support for their establishment and maintenance and, be it further

RESOLVED that the AAFP will advocate for maternal mortality review committees that are non-
punitive and will educate non-maternity care providers about their role in decreasing maternal morbidity
and mortality, and, be it further

RESOLVED that the AAFP will advocate for evidence-based measures known to decrease maternal
mortality and morbidity such as access to contraception, health insurance coverage for all pregnant
women, healthy food programs for women in poverty, and multidisciplinary interventions such as the
CMQCC hemorrhage toolkit and, be it further

RESOLVED that the AAFP supports the Office of Diversity to develop or collaborate in developing a
curriculum in implicit bias and reproductive justice principles for presentation at state and national AAFP
CME conferences to combat discrimination and bias from healthcare providers and, be it further

RESOLVED that the AAFP support and advocate for legislative initiatives to fund research to
further understand both the high rate in the US and the disparities in maternal mortality rates.”
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