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During the 2019-2020 academic year, the Family Medicine program in Lafayette made significant changes to its 
curriculum. The program successfully implemented a day call service that provides inpatient care for Family Medicine 
clinic patients. The PGY3 residents’ function as junior faculty and provide care for these patients along with a Family 
Medicine Faculty member. In addition, the didactic calendar was changed from a daily schedule to a once weekly 
schedule. Conferences are systems based and occur for 3-4 hours every Wednesday afternoon covering a wealth of 
topics related to Family Medicine.  
 
In March of 2020, the COVID-19 pandemic caused the program to change trajectories. Many of the community rotations 
available to FM residents suddenly had to be halted. Residents were pulled from outside rotations to form a surge 
schedule that would be necessary to provide coverage for the expected rise in hospital admissions as a result of the 
pandemic. Clinic schedules had to be changed to telemedicine visits to provide safety for patients and staff while 
continuing to provide needed medical care to patients.  
 
The program continues its affiliation with University Hospital and Clinics (UHC) and Lafayette General Health (LGH). 
While the hospital remains in a Private/Public partnership, the faculty and residents continue to have appointments with 
LSUHSC-NO. 
 
The program benefits the Acadiana community by providing care for a diverse population, including infants and 
maternity care; inpatient care at UHC and LGMC; team physicians for 5 local high schools and the University of Louisiana 
at Lafayette; geriatric care in the clinical setting and at a local nursing home; and healthcare screenings at a variety of 
community-based events. Many of the community-based programs have been restructured due to the pandemic.  
 
We would like to congratulate Traci Bourgeois, MD and Ronald Hebert, MD on their election as Chief Residents for the 
2020 -2021 academic year. We would also like to acknowledge and thank Irena Liang, DO and Jacob Sellers, MD for all of 
their hard work as the outgoing Chief Residents. 
 
A record number of applicants applied to our program through ERAS. We filled nine PGY-1 positions through the MATCH 
and 1 additional PGY-1 position outside of the MATCH. On July 1, 2020, we welcomed a diverse group of nine new 
physicians to our program and look forward to their time of training with us. Our intern class consists of one graduate 
from LSU Shreveport – Jacob Clement, MD: two graduates from LSU New Orleans – Caitlin McDaniel, MD and Keyanna 
Varnado, MD: four graduates from Ross University School of Medicine – Marie Baker, MD; Taylor Desormeaux Phillippi, 
MD; Priscilla Tutu, MD; Yanling Zheng, MD; two graduates from University of Medicine and Health Sciences St. Kitts – 
Aminah Phelps, MD and Cynthia Kudji Sylvester, MD; and one graduate from St. George’s University School of Medicine 
– Carrie Guidry, MD.  
 
Our Geriatric Fellowship Program went unmatched this year. We are, however, very proud to announce that one of our 
Geriatric Medicine faculty members, Dr. Glen Mire, has been awarded the rank of Professor. 
 
Our third class of Primary Care Sports Medicine Fellows will complete training on July 31, 2020. Meghan Richli, MD is 
originally from Houston, TX and Family Medicine trained in Buffalo, NY. Chelsea Cole, MD calls Dallas TX home and 
trained at the University of Texas Southwestern Family Medicine residency.  
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We anxiously await the arrival of two new Sports Medicine Fellows – Dr. Anef Niaz and Dr. Nathan Bastoky – who will 
begin August 1, 2020. Anef Niaz, MD was born and raised in the suburbs of Chicago, IL but more recently hails from 
northern Virginia. He completed Internal Medicine training at UPMC in Harrisburg, PA. Dr. Niaz enjoys basketball, 
reading, and getting into TV shows. He is looking forward to joining the team and see what Lafayette has to offer. Natan 
Bastoky, DO comes to us from from Coral Springs, FL. He trained in Family Medicine at Broward Health Medical Center. 
He is excited for this new adventure outside of Florida, to take this next step in his medical training, and to learn all 
about the Ragin’ Cajun way of life. He is joined by his wife Ali, son Levi, and as of yet unknown 2nd little one on the way! 
 
Unfortunately, our Research Day activities were cancelled this year due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Family Medicine 
Residents worked together with Internal Medicine Residents to create a surge plan. The plan involved assigning 
residents to cover the ICU at University Hospital and Clinics and Lafayette General Medical Center. Residents covered all 
ICU admissions, provided ER coverage and were involved in the care of patients on wards who were not admitted to the 
ICU. Residents worked together around the clock providing excellent care during this pandemic. In addition, some 
residents were designated to care for clinic patients. The designated clinic residents were very busy converting patient 
visits to telephonic visits and telemedicine visits and as such, developed knowledge on the intricacies of telemedicine.   
 
Our LSU Faculty and Residents completed the SAPORO (Southern Area Patient Oriented Research Organization) Quality 
Improvement project to increase colorectal cancer screening in Family Medicine clinics.  The purpose of this Quality 
Improvement project was to increase the colon cancer screening rates in community clinics. The project involved 
screening average risk individuals from the 50 - 75 years of age. It included various demographic populations of different 
gender, race, socioeconomic conditions and rural or urban populations. The goal of the project was to increase the 
screening rate of colon cancer in the participating Family Medicine clinics by at least 10%. 
 
Finally, we said goodbye to an extraordinary class of residents and fellows at our 1st virtual graduation ceremony on June 
25th, 2020. FM resident graduation was hosted via Zoom to allow families to celebrate this milestone with are graduates. 
Our 2020 graduates were Mark Carreras, MD; Jordan Conway, MD; Amir Farizani, MD; Charles Halliburton, MD; Irena 
Liang, DO; Matthew Morgan, MD; and Jacob Sellers, MD. Two residents will graduate off cycle and they are CamTu 
Nguyen, MD and Meghan Gaddis, MD. Graduates will be entering private practice, working in urgent care clinics, 
practicing hospital medicine and working in ER’s. All third year residents are scheduled to take the ABFM certifying 
exam.  
 
Our program continues to strive for excellence in medical education and patient care. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Marilyn D. Marshall, MD 
Family Medicine Program Director 


