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The Monroe Family Medicine Residency is pleased to report another successful MATCH season, with all 8 positions filled.  
Again, there is an international group with diverse backgrounds.   
 
Our 2020 graduates are scattered across the country, from Westerly, Rhode Island to Santa Cruz, California.  We have 
managed to keep 2 grads in North Louisiana.  This group will practice as hospitalists, outpatient providers, and 2 have 
accepted post graduate fellowships in Geriatrics and Sleep Medicine.  We are especially proud that one of our 
graduates, Dr. Rhiju Poudel, was this year’s winner of the LAFP Foundation Resident of Excellence Award. 
 
Scholarly activity continues to be a focus point for our program.  Our residents have participated in multiple workshops 
throughout the state and have competed in poster contests with excellent results.  Dr. Obioma Ilouga was the Program 
Director’s Award winner at the Shreveport FM Annual Education Symposium, with Dr. Bhavani Merugu and Dr. Sangita 
Yadav winning for their posters as well.  Dr. Rhiju Poudel’s poster on Social Determinants of Health was accepted for 
presentation at this year’s national meeting for the Society of Teachers of Family Medicine, but unfortunately the 
conference was canceled due to COVID 19.  Once again, multiple residents and faculty have publications to their credit 
for this past academic year. 
 
COVID 19 has of course affected all of us in multiple ways.  Our inpatient census varied with the ebb and flow of COVID 
cases, and our outpatient clinic visits dropped like a rock.  I wish to give praise to my resilient residents who handled it 
all with grace and determination.  They took to virtual visits like ducks to water and have received rave reviews from our 
patients for it.  They have worn PPE until they can’t remember what they look like without masks, and they continue to 
have a great attitude, caring about our program family and taking care of each other.   
 
Our program continues to grow a relationship with Ochsner in North Louisiana.  Ochsner/LSU Health Monroe Medical 
Center is seeing expansion into the community with urgent care centers planned, and increasing availability of 
specialists on the agenda.  We anticipate growing pains, but once again, our program is grateful for the support of the 
LAFP, our legislators, and our medical community as we move past a pandemic and on to the future. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Teri B. O’Neal, MD, FAAFP  
Program Director 
LSUHSC-S Monroe Family Medicine Residency 


