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Family Medicine Residency Annual Update  
As the Louisiana days lengthen with warm sunlight and fragrant flowers bloom, we are stirred with the excitement of 
new beginnings. It's time again for our annual residency garden report—where accomplishments blossom and new faces 
take root. 
 
New Growth 
We're thrilled to welcome a brand-new crop of interns who will be joining us soon! Welcome Drs. Tallen Cavenah from 
Sulphur, LA (American University of the Caribbean School of Medicine; Fatima Eraj from Houston, TX (St. James School of 
Medicine-Anguilla); Zachary Lazaridis from Lake Charles, LA (William Carey University College of Osteopathic Medicine); 
Tanner Marceaux from Lake Charles, LA (Edward Via College of Osteopathic Medicine-Monroe); Stacy Mitchell from 
DeRidder, LA (William Carey University College of Osteopathic Medicine); Ashton Says from Lake Charles, LA (William 
Carey University College of Osteopathic Medicine); and Christian Sweezy from Lake Charles, LA (Edward Via College of 
Osteopathic Medicine-Monroe). These bright, eager seedlings will be nurtured by our dedicated team as they dig deep 
into the art and science of Family Medicine. And come August, we’ll be adding a new faculty member, Dr. Elvira 
Kazemyan, to our gardening team—a skilled cultivator ready to help guide our next harvest of physicians. 
 
Sweet Surprises 
This year brought us five beautiful residency babies—each one a reminder of the joy (and sleep deprivation!) that comes 
with new life. Along with that, love is in the air! Two of our residents got engaged, adding a romantic twist to our already 
bustling garden of life. 
 
Bumper Crop of Accomplishments 
The residency has had a fruitful year: 

• We hosted suturing workshops for local high school students—growing future healthcare professionals from 
the ground up. 

• We proudly began our sports medicine affiliation with McNeese State University, strengthening athletic care 
across the region. 

• Our free cervical cancer screening clinic helped nurture wellness in our community. 
• We made a major transition to Epic EMR—a new digital trellis to support our growing clinical documentation 

needs. 
• Our residents shared wisdom as guest speakers for a quarterly prostate cancer support group, particularly 

reaching out to underrepresented men in our community. 
• We kept traditions strong with our annual gumbo potluck, proving yet again that the best medicine might be a 

good roux provided by Dr. Jay Soileau and Billy Vincent. 
• AHEC suture clinics for medical students were in full bloom, along with our participation in the Windows to 

Healthcare initiative—where we inspired local students to consider careers in medicine. 
• The team also helped lead a five-parish pre-participation sports physical clinic, ensuring young athletes are 

ready to hit the field/court safely. 
• We recharged and replanted at our residency retreat at Camp Pearl and the Winter Respite Retreat for our 

interns. 
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• Our POCUS program expanded to seven handheld ultrasounds and we’re adding an outpatient POCUS rotation 

to complement our strong inpatient foundation. 
 
Garden Notes 
I’ve been busy at my house. This year’s landscape upgrades included a colorful metal bottle tree, a majestic phantom 
hydrangea, bright dianthus, lilac phlox, and three shimmering gazing balls. The herb garden continues to thrive with 
cilantro, mint, and basil—perfect companions for any post-call meal. 
 
Final Tips from the Garden 
As we lean into the heat of summer, don’t forget: faithfully water your new spring plantings—whether they’re garden 
starts, clinical skills, or personal goals. Growth takes time, attention, and maybe a little bit of mulch/compost. 
 
Here's to another vibrant, compassionate, and rooted year in Family Medicine. Stay cool, stay kind, and keep blooming 
where you’re planted. As my Master Gardener father says in his FaceBook posts, “Don’t forget to enjoy this day ‘cause it 
will never happen again in our lifetime.” 
 
Much love (the best fertilizer of all), 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Danette Null, MD, FAAFP 
Program Director 


